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Washmgton (Reuter)
toring . of ‘Soviet missile tests has
shown that Moscow’s nuclear arsenal
is not nearly accurate or reliable
enough to destroy Armerican russile
silosn a:
sources said yesterday.

xstratwn s ‘case--for. -building .
"MX missiles; the sources told- Reuter:

- the .monitoring showed :that :Soviet “:..".

", missiles would not be able to wipe out- .

the existing U.S. Minutemanafome in.

;- theforeseeable future. - -..;wu 5 .a
;A .source: who -has access -to :and-

: has evaluated the top-secret test data™
. l:said;*““Their:accuracy isn't even: wmr-ma siterin-the - Soviet: Umonﬂ:orth
in the ballpark of being able to launch.. - :

" a-first-strike.against ouanuteman
“large, powerful warbeads.”. -~

‘Reuter ‘he.is. about to issue a study

*accuracy

.allow the Kremlin to launch.a first

strike with highly accurate intercomr.

U s mom- o

st strike, UW
- - ‘the missiles from a first strike.:
. Contradicting the Reagan admm-
:costl '--tat data -said;it casts. doubt-on-the

.- gence monitoring- of their missile te:

" One of the top private weapom ex: ‘Jemetry -{radio :-guidance) > Systems

_perts, is of the Massachu- -
setts. %}g&'ﬁ'e@mﬂhgﬁ toid

‘President Reagan and’ the Penta-
‘gon -have warned repeatedly-of-a - -
" “window of vilnerability” that would -

THE BALTIMORE SUN
l March 1983

Sowet fu'si strlkefcapabahﬁ - |

Mr Reagan mamtams the contro-
versial- $40 billion MX is -needed to' -
“match.Soviet ICBM accuracy, but he...
has been unable for two years to find -
a - deployment--mode acceptable :to
-Congress and the military to- protect

- A source familiar: thhtheSovxet

need for: &eMMw’a"ﬁm&%w
He said the data on all tests since..

ground stations that:tracked: the mis-
: siles, someofwhxchwereﬁredfrom

Iran to Kamchatka, Siberia.":
:-Althoughy the :precise Sovxet 'tax_-“

showed. t.he missiles “‘wobbled exces-
sively; and were 100: inaccurate to.hi

the Minuteman missiles. |
. Be .said -Soviet mxssﬂe accuracy

pubhc data ‘concluded that the Penta-

. gon has stated Soviet missile.accura-
€y to be six times better than it actu-
+ tinental . ballstic missiles,.;. destmymg L :
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- pers-the: certamty.they would reqmre .

~-close enough-to U.S. sxlos mdatroyi :
that also concludes the Pentagon.has - .
greauy exaggerated Soviet mnmle -
“ was pot likely to improve dramahcal-
*’-1y.in the forseeable future. :

. Mr. Tsipis saidhis. st.udy, based on .

4 \

;

“

commenton the doubtsralsedbyMr ‘
“Tsipis and the intelligence sources
.abont Soviet. missile accuracy, said:

-“The newest version of the Soviet.SS-
18 is more accurate than our most ac~
.curate ICBMs [and] the Soviets today -

- have- the potennalvto launch a first s

!.» <1 =

strike.” S
<But'a: source fammarwith the test

ow = ._.-.-.,.,- TSN lQﬂ Vﬂ‘ Al NS S
: He said tlnswasﬁuetoa ‘phenome- -

b3S ‘-,.

:non known as “bias™ *‘the'effectsof =~ -
“gravitational fields; smow, Tain, .and.
:wind in the North Pole region, over: - -

~of ~~which the- missiles-wonld be-firedin
<"’ an actual attack on tbe United States. . . - .-
: + There: haye™ ‘been mo -test-firings.. -
gets-were. not kmown, he:said; intelliz3:Zober i the poleand. the_bias -factor. .
-could throw-a number of missiles off

urse, denying: Soviet military. plan-

sonrcesand LR .,:Ja'w

-on liquid fuel, which is volatile and

- corrodes delicate-electrical circuitry, -

increasing . the likelihood of fouled

launches. the source said. " A
. He said U.S. missiles: also suifer

from pumerous -electrical problems

 that- can make them -unrelichle and

. “*«&attats from-operational’ Amencan_,. :
" silos have been“‘disastrous,”"* o

+: Four 'such tests were conducte&,
between 1966.and.1968 and all failed, -

‘~he said, adding that three of the-mis~"
_ . siles used- never left -their silos,* ibe -
+..cause of electrical

problems, -and. the]
fourth had to be destroyed in flight."" 3

ey ‘was "less: num ove:whelmmg
des rte‘the'comM'eondiﬁo e ,~
“Despite; problems o(

ta said Soviet: missileswere proba- - . . .
: bly even less accurate-than the data. . “:

. 1978 of SS-18'and. §5-19-missiles; the - E
"most -advanced - Soviet - ICBMs; :had -
" 'been gathered-by U.S.:satellites:and

- Soviet missiles: are- 'inade eee'n
* more ‘unreliable by-their dependence, -

After 1968, ‘thesgource- saxd,:US.c

iliy-and-accoracy, be saxd, enough ot;v T
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